
2026 WICPA BUSINESS & INDUSTRY 
SPRING CONFERENCE
YOUR SOURCE FOR KEY UPDATES & INSIGHTS ON TIMELY ISSUES

HIGHLIGHTED TOPICS:
RESOLVING ETHICAL 

CONFLICTS  
Learn how to turn a difficult 

situation around and get 
others to do the right thing

ECONOMIC & MARKET 
TRENDS: POST-PANDEMIC 

NORMALIZATION          
Explore the post-pandemic landscape by 
reviewing inflationary forces, employment 

trends, interest rates and more

ADVANCED EXCEL:  
HIDDEN SECRETS & GEMS 
Take ordinary spreadsheets to 
the next level with the powerful 
capabilities of Microsoft Excel

TUESDAY, MARCH 24 | BROOKFIELD CONFERENCE CENTER & WICPA CPE LIVESTREAM



The following materials are from the morning sessions of the 

2026 WICPA Business & Industry Spring Conference held on 

Tuesday, March 24, including:

•	Economic & Market Trends: Post-Pandemic Normalization

•	�Advanced Excel: Hidden Secrets & Gems

•	Modern Finance, Smarter Tools: Practical AI for  

	 Decision-Makers 

M AT E R I A L S  AT  A  G L A N C E

2026 WICPA BUSINESS & INDUSTRY 
 SPRING CONFERENCE

VIEW THOUSANDS OF ADDITIONAL IN-PERSON AND 
ONLINE CPE OPPORTUNITIES AT WICPA.ORG/CPECATALOG



Investment, Securities and Insurance Products:

NOT FDIC INSURED NOT BANK GUARANTEED MAY LOSE VALUE NOT INSURED BY ANY FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY NOT A DEPOSIT

Tailored solutions,  
trusted expertise.
Associated Bank Private Wealth provides individuals, organizations and institutions with customized 
financial and wealth planning solutions built around your goals.

Learn more at AssociatedBank.com/PrivateWealth.

Retirement Plan Services - A results-driven approach to employer sponsored retirement plans 
that reduces administrative burdens and helps employees achieve financial success.

Private Banking - Exclusive accounts, tailored financial solutions and customized lending for 
your unique needs.

Investment Management and Trust - Tailored investment strategies, wealth management and 

comprehensive trust services to protect and grow your legacy.

Institutional Services - Expert guidance and robust financial solutions to help organizations 
reach their goals.

Deposit and loan products are offered by Associated Bank, N.A. Loan products are subject to credit approval and involve interest and other costs. Please ask about details on fees and terms 
and conditions of these products. Relevant insurance coverage, if applicable, will be required on collateral. 
Associated Bank, N.A. Member FDIC. 

Associated Bank and Associated Bank Private Wealth are marketing names AB-C uses for products and services offered by its affiliates. Securities and investment advisory services are offered by 
Associated Investment Services, Inc. (AIS), member FINRA/SIPC; insurance products are offered by licensed agents of AIS; deposit and loan products and services are offered through Associated Bank, 
N.A. (ABNA); investment management, fiduciary, administrative and planning services are offered through Associated Trust Company, N.A. (ATC); and Kellogg Asset Management, LLC® (KAM) provides 
investment management services to AB-C affiliates. AIS, ABNA, ATC, and KAM are all direct or indirect, wholly-owned subsidiaries of AB-C. AB-C and its affiliates do not provide tax, legal or accounting 
advice. Please consult with your advisors regarding your individual situation. (1/25) W147533 



B2E Solutions pairs industry-leading 

human capital management (HCM) 

software with one-to-one client 

service to help businesses 

build and nurture stronger 

connections with their 

employees. When the 

experience matters — 

businesses choose us. 





skoch@epsa.com
+1 (262) 875 2780

Samuel Koch

Federal & State
R&D TAX CREDIT 

 & more

COMPLIMENTARY
Feasibility & Evaluation

STREAMLINED

EPSA USA - (215) 709 3245 . info-usa@epsa.com

GUIDING CPAS & THEIR CLIENTS
THROUGH TAX REFORM

EPSA is proud to be an
Affinity Partner &

GOLD SPONSOR 

EXCLUSIVE SAVINGS FOR
WICPA MEMBERS—
MAXIMIZE TAX BENEFITS
TODAY!
20% Member Discount on EPSA Services

Questions? 
Contact us today!

Process & Communication

Calculation & Substantiation

OPTIMIZED

OUR PROCESS OUR SERVICES

 179D DEDUCTION 

CPA SERVICES

GLOBAL INCENTIVE
PROGRAMS

Take Advantage of Tax Credits and Incentives



Securities and investment advisory services offered through Osaic Wealth, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC. Osaic Wealth is separately owned and
other entities and/or marketing names, products or services referenced here are independent of Osaic Wealth.

Retirement Plans: The Hidden Tax Opportunity

Jon Hafemann,

414-253-4632

Retirement Plan Consultant | Exit Planning Advisor

jhafemann@hpcg.com

At High Point Capital Group, one of our primary goals is to help business owners
maximize tax options and build the highest possible value for a future exit. We

specialize in retirement plan design, tax integration, and exit planning for business
owners and the CPAs who advise them. Many retirement plans were built to check
the benefits box — not to maximize tax outcomes or enhance long-term value —

and continue to influence deductions and income timing. A business owner’s
largest tax event — the sale of their company — is often treated as a one-year

transaction rather than a coordinated, multi-year strategy, leaving opportunities on
the table.

Where Tax Strategy, Plan Design, and Exit Planning Meet

Are your clients’ plans aligned with their tax strategy — or leaving opportunities on the table?

Start with a Retirement Plan Design, Tax Integration & Exit Readiness Review

CPFA®, NQPC™, (k)RS™

Scan below to schedule! 



With M3 you get it all. The personal guidance you need 

to protect and grow your business. A team with the 

resources and drive to provide unparalleled service.  

Don’t settle for less than yes + and.

World-Class Expertise +  
Individual Attention. m3ins.com  |  800.272.2443

26-008_M3I (2/26)

HORIZON

EXPLORE NOW

Risk doesn’t change overnight.  
Expectations do. 

The 2026 edition of Horizon: An M3 Property and 
Casualty Report, takes a closer look at where pressure 
is building across industries and how familiar risks are 

showing up differently in claims and recovery. 



of accounting firms believe
they would only be able to
survive three to seven days
after a ransomware attack.

CYBER
THREATS ARE
INCREASING
EVERY DAY.

Choose Ontech to
protect your data 

Expertise in Cybersecurity

Compliance with Regulations

Proactive Monitoring/Support

Customized Solutions

Training & Awareness

Robust security for your sensitive data

AICPA Code of Conduct & IRS Guidelines

Respond quickly to minimize downtime

Designed to meet specific CPA firm needs

Helping your staff recognize cyber threats

1
2
3
4
5

Ontech’s tailored solutions and transparent billing make us the ideal choice
for CPAs and accountants. Don’t wait to safeguard your data. Contact

Ontech Systems today for a FREE risk assessment of your network!

Source: www.cpapracticeadvisor.com

www.ontech.com 262-522-8560Hours: M-F 8am – 5pm



The people part of your client’s business is so much more than payroll. Time. HR. 
Benefits. Compliance. Training. Hiring. And great reporting. At Payroll Complete, 
we connect the soft side of human resources to the data your clients need to make 
decisions. We pair real customer service with robust technology. And we bridge 
the gap between everyday and payday human resources needs. It’s a complete 
solution from a caring team. 

Set up your clients for success at PayrollCompleteWaukesha.com

WE’RE WITH 
YOU FOR LIFE

FROM YOUR 
CLIENT’S  
FIRST HIRE TO 
GROWING 
THEIR TEAM



On Balance        March | April 202644 wicpa.org

Outsourcing our IT to P3C Technologies has been one of the best decisions we’ve made.  
The team is responsive, knowledgeable and understands our business needs.  

They answer our distress calls in a very timely manner (even more quickly during tax season) 
and do so speaking our language and not “tech speak”.  

They’ve taken the stress out of our tech issues so we can focus on serving our clients. 

TECHNOLOGY FOR YOUR 
ACCOUNTING FIRM

We Are Your IT Department

262.423.6267  |  p3ctech.com  |  support@p3ctech.com

In Business Since 1996 Specializing in Accounting Firms

BOOK A TIME WITH US TODAY
VISIT CPA.P3CTECH.COM

FREE Vulnerability Assessment
INCLUDING:

Microsoft 365 AND Google Workspace



COMPLETE
BUSINESS
PROTECTION

 

251290-PLA-WICPA-PAD

CONTACT AN INSURANCE SPECIALIST AND LEARN MORE TODAY!     

(800) 619-1914  |  pearlinsurance.com/WICPA

LOOKING FOR PROFESSIONAL LIABILITY COVERAGE?  
PEARL INSURANCE IS THE ANSWER. 

• �Highly Rated Carrier: AXA XL is rated (A+) by A.M. Best—one of the highest  
you can earn. 

• �Stacking Deductible Waivers: Get up to $50,000 of your deductible waived 
through early resolution, settlement through arbitration/mediation, and/or  
the use of an engagement letter—that’s real savings!

• �Integrated Team: Sales, underwriting, and retention are all under one roof  
for faster turnarounds to save you time.

• �Customer Satisfaction: We’re proud to have a renewal rate of over 90%.*

Plus, ask about additional commercial coverages. We’re a full-service  
brokerage and we can handle all your insurance needs.

AXA XL is a division of AXA Group providing products and services through our four business 
groups: AXA XL Insurance, AXA XL Reinsurance, AXA XL Art & Lifestyle and AXA XL Risk Consulting. 
Coverage is underwritten by the following AXA XL companies: Greenwich Insurance Company and 
Indian Harbor Insurance Company. Not all insurers do business in all jurisdictions nor is coverage 
available in all jurisdictions. AXA, the AXA and XL logos are trademarks of AXA SA or its affiliates.

*based on 2020 Client Retention Rates



Your Bottom 
Line is Our 
Bottom Line

We provide cost-effective, practical 
solutions to your tax and legal challenges. 
Drawing on deep experience across a wide 
range of issues, our attorneys are adept at 
working the entire continuum of tax law, 
from reducing tax burdens to defending 
audits to tax controversy and litigation.

reinhartlaw.com

Michael G. Goller
Tax Department Shareholder

414.298.8336
mgoller@reinhartlaw.com



Manufacturing Insight. 
Advanced Wealth Strategy. 
Real-World Clarity.

Your Future. Prioritized.

Investment�advisory�and��nancial�planning�services�
o�ered�through�Summit�Financial,�LLC.,�a�SEC-
Registered�Investment�Advisor,�doing�business�as�
Silvertree,�LLC.�Insurance�products�may�be�o�ered�
through�Summit�Risk�Management,�LLC.,�an�a�liate�of�
Summit�Financial,�LLC

Silvertree
Call or Text 715-544-1610   

service@silvertreeplan.com

Silvertree�is�a�wealth�management��rm�dedicated�to�empowering�
the�manufacturing�industry�and�the�executives�and�families�
behind�it�to�build,�protect,�and�sustain�long-term��nancial�success.

You’ve�spent�your�career�engineering�growth,�leading�teams,�
managing�risk,�and�creating�enterprise�value.�We�help�ensure�
that�success�translates�into�enduring��nancial�independence�and�
generational�wealth.



An Innovative  
401(k) Plan 
Solution

Spectrum's Pooled Employer 
Plan (PEP) delivers powerful 
advantages that save time, 
streamline costs, and offer 
modern features.

Spectrum Investment Advisors 
6329 West Mequon Rd. 
Mequon, WI 53092 
262-238-4010 
www.spectruminvestor.com

The MMAC is not affiliated with Spectrum Investment Advisors. 

Spectrum Investment Advisors, Inc. is an SEC registered 
investment adviser located in Mequon, WI. Registration with 
the SEC does not imply a certain level of skill or training. Our 
Privacy Notice, as well as our Form ADV Parts 2A and 2B and 
our Form CRS are available for you to view at:  
https://spectruminvestor.com/disclosures/

A PEP relies on dedicated 
professionals to handle 
administrative and fiduciary 
responsibilities. Delegating 
complex plan duties can help 
simplify administration and 
free up valuable time.

Simplified Administration

Easy Setup & Maintenance

Shared Admin & Plan Costs 

Plan Design Flexibility 

Spectrum Pathway 
Key Features 

Looking to simplify retirement 
plan management? 

Learn more about the Spectrum 
Pathway Group 401(k) Plan.



In life, they say it’s the journey that counts — like the one from your first day open
to breaking ground on a brand-new space. With our commercial banking solutions, 
we can help determine which loans or programs are best, so you can celebrate how 
far you’ve come and set your vision for what’s next. From your firsts, lasts, and 
everything in between, at Waukesha State Bank we’re with you for life.

Empower your business’ growth at WaukeshaBank.com.

FROM COVERING 
EXPENSES TO 
EXPANDING
YOUR FOOTPRINT

WE’RE WITH 
YOU FOR LIFE Member FDIC



THURSDAY, APRIL 30
NEW BERLIN ALE HOUSE

REGISTRATION INCLUDES  
3 Games of Bowling
Shoe Rental
Food & Beverages

EVENT AWARDS & PRIZES*  
$250+ in Team Awards & Prizes
$100+ in Individual Prizes
Bowling Gift Card Package

For more information and to register, visit wicpa.org/BowlingNight

*Attendee must be present when awards and prizes are announced to receive an award or prize.



April is National Financial Literacy Month and a great opportunity for you to help students get smart 
about money by reading to an elementary school class (K - 4th grade) about the basics of money.

The WICPA Educational Foundation will provide everything you need.

For more information and to volunteer, visit wicpa.org/ReadingMakesCents.

Help Students Get Money-Smart

Sponsored by the WICPA Educational Foundation

Reading Makes ¢ents
Volunteer this April for



Friday, May 8, at 5 p.m. 
Brookfield Conference Center

• Recognize membership milestones.

• Elect the 2026–2027 Board of Directors.

• Present the 2026 Excellence Awards.

• Enjoy dinner, drinks and networking.

Join us for the WICPA’s signature event of the year to:

Complimentary for WICPA members.
Registration is required to attend.

For more information and details, visit wicpa.org/banquet.

Member
Recognition Banquet

2026



Propel your career 
with an AICPA® credential. 
Personal Financial Specialist (PFS™)

Accredited in Business Valuation (ABV®)

Certified in Financial Forensics (CFF®)

Certified Information Technology 
Professional (CITP®)

Certified in the Valuation of Financial 
Instruments (CVFI™)
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Learn more at 
aicpa.org/credentials



8:15 – 9:15 a.m.

Economic & Market 
Trends: Post-Pandemic 
Normalization
Jeffrey Allsop, CFA, Chief Investment Officer, Capital 
Investment Services of America, Inc.



3/17/2026

1

111 E. Wisconsin Avenue  |  Suite 1310  |  Milwaukee, WI 53202
(800) 345-6462  |  Capinv.com  |  Info@Capinv.com

Capital Investment Services of America, Inc.

March 2026

Charts were run as of mid-February 2026
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9:30 – 10:25 a.m.

Advanced Excel: Hidden 
Secrets & Gems
Dr. Chris Harper, CPA, Associate Professor of 
Accounting, Seidman College of Business



Advanced Excel: Hidden Secrets & Gems

Copyright © 2026 Harp Doc, LLC 1

Advanced Excel: 
Hidden Secrets 

and Gems

Presented by:

Dr. Christopher Harper, CPA, MBA 
Grand Rapids, Michigan

Wisconsin Institute of CPAs
March 24, 2026

Meet Chris Harper

Dr. Christopher Harper, CPA, MBA – Chris is a CPA 
with the heart of a teacher. He is an assistant professor 
of accounting with Grand Valley State University's 
Seidman College of Business. He also serves as a 
senior manager and director of education for 
Hungerford CPAs + Advisors. Chris has been serving 
tax and accounting needs of closely held business and 
individuals since 1998. He has also owned and 
operated several of his own businesses throughout his 
career. 

You can learn more about Chris by visiting his GVSU 
faculty page (https://bit.ly/HarperGVSU) and YouTube 
channel (http://bit.ly/ChrisHarperYouTube).

Copyright @  2026 Harp Doc, LLCAdvanced Excel: Hidden Secrets & Gems
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Advanced Excel: Hidden Secrets & Gems

Copyright © 2026 Harp Doc, LLC 2

Advanced Excel: Hidden Secrets & Gems

Learning Objectives

 Evaluate less-known but 
powerful Excel functions.

 Challenge your level of 
intellectual curiosity as you 
unearth ways to utilize Excel in 
manners you may not have 
previously considered.

 Assess your mindset of 
professional skepticism that 
helps you explore the edges of 
Excel’s capabilities.

Copyright @  2026 Harp Doc, LLC

Advanced Excel: Hidden Secrets & Gems

Course 
Syllabus

Copyright @  2026 Harp Doc, LLC
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Advanced Excel: Hidden Secrets & Gems

Copyright © 2026 Harp Doc, LLC 3

Advanced Excel: Hidden Secrets & Gems

Shortcuts 
and Tricks

Copyright @  2026 Harp Doc, LLC

Advanced Excel: Hidden Secrets & Gems

VLOOKUP & 
XLOOKUP

Copyright @  2026 Harp Doc, LLC
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Advanced Excel: Hidden Secrets & Gems
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Advanced Excel: Hidden Secrets & Gems

Solver

Copyright @  2026 Harp Doc, LLC

Advanced Excel: Hidden Secrets & Gems

Data Validation for Drop-Downs

Copyright @  2026 Harp Doc, LLC
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Advanced Excel: Hidden Secrets & Gems
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Advanced Excel: Hidden Secrets & Gems

Custom Formatting

Copyright @  2026 Harp Doc, LLC

Advanced Excel: Hidden Secrets & Gems

Pivot Tables

Copyright @  2026 Harp Doc, LLC
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Advanced Excel: Hidden Secrets & Gems
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Advanced Excel: Hidden Secrets & Gems

Concatenate

Copyright @  2026 Harp Doc, LLC

Advanced Excel: Hidden Secrets & Gems

SMALL (and Int. Curiosity)

Copyright @  2026 Harp Doc, LLC
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Advanced Excel: Hidden Secrets & Gems
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Advanced Excel: Hidden Secrets & Gems

Linear 
Regression

Copyright @  2026 Harp Doc, LLC

Advanced Excel: Hidden Secrets & Gems

Time Data

Copyright @  2026 Harp Doc, LLC

13

14



Advanced Excel: Hidden Secrets & Gems

Copyright © 2026 Harp Doc, LLC 8

Advanced Excel: Hidden Secrets & Gems

Live Data

Copyright @  2026 Harp Doc, LLC

Advanced Excel: Hidden Secrets & Gems

CELL

Copyright @  2026 Harp Doc, LLC
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Advanced Excel: Hidden Secrets & Gems

Copyright © 2026 Harp Doc, LLC 9

Advanced Excel: Hidden Secrets & Gems

Best Practices

 Use formulas for all calculated values

 Link data among tabs when appropriate

 Text boxes can be your friend

 Using Format Painter

 Use the “Formulas” menu

 Internet searches can be a good resource

 Paste Special is often helpful

 Clicking on formulas to see elements

 Use multiple tabs to keep the layout manageable

Copyright @  2026 Harp Doc, LLC
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10:40 – 11:40 a.m.

Modern Finance, Smarter 
Tools: Practical AI for 
Decision-Makers
Mary Newby, MSBA, Data Analytics Consultant, 7Rivers, Inc.



1// Proprietary & Confidential

Modern Finance, Smarter Tools: 
Practical AI for Decision-Makers

Where Data Flows // Business Grows

Mary Newby, Data Consultant, 7Rivers



2// Proprietary & Confidential

Artificial Intelligence (AI) is a software that can:

• Understand written language
• Recognize patterns in data
• Generate content and analysis
• Answer complex questions

AI tools learn from large datasets to provide useful outputs. It helps professionals work 
faster and smarter.

What is AI?
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Finance professionals spend time on:

• Manual data work
• Research
• Writing reports
• Excel troubleshooting

AI can help:

• Save time on repetitive tasks
• Reduce manual effort
• Improve analysis
• Speed up research

Why AI matters?
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Free AI Tools

• Writing assistance 

• Research help

• Excel formulas

• Excel assistance

• Outlook writing

• Document summaries

• Research

• Writing help
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Use AI to write Excel formulas, create DAX formulas, debug errors, and explain 
formulas. 

Excel and DAX 
Support

AI can help explain complex topics quickly, like explaining tax rules and comparing 
accounting treatments.Research

Draft professional financial communications quickly. Communications like monthly 
financial summaries, variance explanations, client letters, and audit documentation. 

Report Writing & 
Documentation

Turn data into insights by creating charts from data, identifying trends, suggesting 
metrics, and explaining results. 

Analyze Financial 
Data

AI can help write professional and clear client messages. Explain tax changes, 
answer questions, draft emails, and provide financial explanations. 

Client 
Communication

Standardize repetitive processes using AI. Can be used for month-end close 
checklists, tax preparation workflows, and internal control documentation. 

Process Automation 
& Checklists

Use AI to stay up to date on the latest learnings and trainings. It can be used to 
understand regulations, train new staff, and explain concepts.Training

Uses for AI in Finance
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Using AI for research 
AI can help explain complex topics quickly leading to faster 
understanding, plain-language explanations, and a quicker 
starting point. 
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Creating Financial Visualizations
AI can help turn data into insights leading to understanding 
trends faster, improved presentations, and explanations of 
financial results. 
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Using AI Excel & Dax Support
AI in spreadsheets helps save time, reduces frustration, and 
improves accuracy. 



// Proprietary & Confidential 9

Piece of Advice
How to Ask Better Questions

Better prompts produce better results. Include the following in your 
prompt to yield the best results:
● Context
● Clear Instructions
● Desired format

Example: Instead of “Explain revenue” 
Use “Explain revenue recognition under GAAP in simple 
terms for a small business owner.”



// Proprietary & Confidential 10

Using AI Safely
When using AI do NOT enter:
• Client financial statements
• SSN
• Tax returns 
• Confidential information

Follow your firm policies regarding online safety. 

Use approved tools when available. 

AI is not perfect and can make mistakes. 



7riversinc.com
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