
2026 WICPA NOT-FOR-PROFIT 
ACCOUNTING CONFERENCE
YOUR SOURCE FOR KEY UPDATES & INSIGHTS ON TIMELY ISSUES

HIGHLIGHTED TOPICS:
AI & CYBERSECURITY

Discover how AI is 
changing cybersecurity 
and what you can do to 

protect your organization

ECONOMIC & FINANCIAL  
MARKET OUTLOOK: POSSIBILITIES 

& PROBABILITIES  

Cut through the uncertainty and explore 
the economic and market trends that 

could shape the years ahead

ACCOUNTING, AUDITING  
& TAX UPDATE  

Stay ahead of the latest accounting, 
auditing and tax developments 

affecting not-for-profit organizations

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 16  |  WICPA CPE LIVESTREAM



The following materials are from the morning sessions of the 

2026 WICPA Not-For-Profit Accounting Conference held on 

Wednesday, Sept. 16, including:

•	Audit, Accounting & Tax Update

•	What Story Is (or Isn’t) Your 990 Telling: An Executive  

	 Summary of the IRS Form 990

•	The Candidate Experience: Your Employer Brand in Action  

 

OR

•	Fundraising Events  

M AT E R I A L S  AT  A  G L A N C E

2026 WICPA NOT-FOR-PROFIT 
ACCOUNTING CONFERENCE

VIEW THOUSANDS OF ADDITIONAL IN-PERSON AND 
ONLINE CPE OPPORTUNITIES AT WICPA.ORG/CPECATALOG



Investment, Securities and Insurance Products:

NOT FDIC INSURED NOT BANK GUARANTEED MAY LOSE VALUE NOT INSURED BY ANY FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY NOT A DEPOSIT

Tailored solutions,  
trusted expertise.
Associated Bank Private Wealth provides individuals, organizations and institutions with customized 
financial and wealth planning solutions built around your goals.

Learn more at AssociatedBank.com/PrivateWealth.

Retirement Plan Services - A results-driven approach to employer sponsored retirement plans 
that reduces administrative burdens and helps employees achieve financial success.

Private Banking - Exclusive accounts, tailored financial solutions and customized lending for 
your unique needs.

Investment Management and Trust - Tailored investment strategies, wealth management and 

comprehensive trust services to protect and grow your legacy.

Institutional Services - Expert guidance and robust financial solutions to help organizations 
reach their goals.

Deposit and loan products are offered by Associated Bank, N.A. Loan products are subject to credit approval and involve interest and other costs. Please ask about details on fees and terms 
and conditions of these products. Relevant insurance coverage, if applicable, will be required on collateral. 
Associated Bank, N.A. Member FDIC. 

Associated Bank and Associated Bank Private Wealth are marketing names AB-C uses for products and services offered by its affiliates. Securities and investment advisory services are offered by 
Associated Investment Services, Inc. (AIS), member FINRA/SIPC; insurance products are offered by licensed agents of AIS; deposit and loan products and services are offered through Associated Bank, 
N.A. (ABNA); investment management, fiduciary, administrative and planning services are offered through Associated Trust Company, N.A. (ATC); and Kellogg Asset Management, LLC® (KAM) provides 
investment management services to AB-C affiliates. AIS, ABNA, ATC, and KAM are all direct or indirect, wholly-owned subsidiaries of AB-C. AB-C and its affiliates do not provide tax, legal or accounting 
advice. Please consult with your advisors regarding your individual situation. (1/25) W147533 



As a WICPA member, you already have a profile on CONNECT.
Log in. Join the conversation: wicpa.org/connect

Grow Your Network 
Connect with 7,000+ members 
throughout Wisconsin

Share Resources 
Industry collaboration made easy by 
sharing tools, guides and insights

Ask Questions 
Looking for advice? Get answers 
from real peers

Customize Your Experience 
Personalize your profile, control 
your visibility and set your 
notification preferences

Your network is bigger than you think.  
You’re already a member, now get connected.

7,000+ members.

One place to



NOMINATE SOMEONE YOU KNOW 
FOR AN EXCELLENCE AWARD!

Young Professional

Accounting Educator
Accounting Student
Business & Management
CPA in Public Practice

H H
H H
H H
H H

H

Community Service
Distinguished Career
Diversity & Inclusion
Woman to Watch

A W A R D S

2 0 2 7
W I C P A

Submit your nomination at wicpa.org/awards by Nov. 20, 2026.

Recipients will be announced in January and honored at the 
Member Recognition Banquet & Annual Business Meeting on May 7, 2027.

The individual nominated must be a WICPA member.



Participate in planning 
a WICPA conference 
and enjoy:

FREE registration*  
(a $300-$400 value!)

Exclusive networking

Leadership skill development

Recognition for your WICPA 
involvement

Informal CPE credit

* To receive free conference registration:

	 • attend one planning meeting ~ 2 hours
	 • select topics
	 • contact speakers
	 • introduce speakers at conferences

MARCH

23
BUSINESS & INDUSTRY
SPRING CONFERENCE 

SEPT.

14
NOT-FOR-PROFIT 
ACCOUNTING CONFERENCE 

NOV.

9
ACCOUNTING & AUDITING
CONFERENCE 

MAY

13
FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
CONFERENCE 

NOV.

15-16
TAX
CONFERENCE 

MAY

20
SCHOOL DISTRICT AUDIT
CONFERENCE 

SEPT.

TBD
BUSINESS & INDUSTRY
FALL CONFERENCE 

2027 CONFERENCES
Accepting Volunteers

For more information or to join a committee, visit 
wicpa.org/committees.

JOIN A CONFERENCE
PLANNING COMMITTEE



Whether you’re growing your 
team or advancing your career, 
the WICPA Career Center 
connects you to what’s next.

Find or fill your next role.  
Scan to Explore Opportunities

•  Search jobs instantly
•  Apply in minutes
•  Connect with employers

Advance your career or 
find top talent within 
Wisconsin’s CPA community

YOUR NEXT 
OPPORTUNITY 
IS WAITING

Start your search today: wicpa.org/CareerCenter.

What’s New in the  
Career Center?

•	 Advanced job search tools
•	 Resume visibility to top 

employers
•	 Direct connections with 

hiring firms
•	 Career advancement 

resources
•	 Streamlined job posting tools

Get in on the Action
•	 Post Job Openings
•	 Upload Your Resume
•	 Find Your Next Role



TRACK YOUR CPE 
WITH THE WICPA’S 

CPE TRACKER
The CPE Tracker is an easy to use tool 
created to keep track of all your CPE in 
one convenient location.

• Automatically tracks WICPA formal
learning activities

• Add any non-WICPA CPE courses
• Print reports for any reporting period

To get started, visit 
wicpa.org/cpetracker



  Hassle-free meeting planning
  Professional environment
  Multiple room choices and layouts
  Accommodations for groups up to 60
  Equipped with the latest A/V equipment
  Free high-speed Wi-Fi
  Located in Waukesha, just off I-94
  Coordinated catering and refreshments

•  Seats up to 60 (full room)
•  Can be split to accommodate smaller groups
•  Flexible room setups: Classroom, Pods,  
    U-shape, Hollow Square
•  Ceiling-mounted projector and retractable  
    screens with multiple A/V connections
•  Large whiteboards and Blu-ray/DVD player
•  Electrical outlets in each table
•  Private entrance and registration area
•  Catering and refreshment area

•  Seats up to 20
•  80” TV with multiple A/V connections
•  Equipped for video conferencing
•  Granite countertop with sink and refrigerator

WICPA Meeting 
Space & Training 
Center Rentals

Training Center

Executive Boardroom

For more information, visit wicpa.org/MeetingSpaces, 
or to schedule a tour or reserve space, contact the 
WICPA CPE Department at 262-785-0445.

Full Room Half Room
Member $500/day $350/day
Nonmember $600/day $450/day

Member $300/day
Nonmember $400/day



SAVE THE DATE!
UPCOMING WICPA CONFERENCES & SPECIAL EVENTS

CONFERENCES SPECIAL EVENTS
WICPA conferences are your source for key 
updates and insights on timely issues. As a WICPA 
member, you can save up to $150 on registration!

WICPA special events are unique opportunities 
to connect with fellow members and provide a 
great way to socialize and have fun!

Registration opens approximately eight weeks prior. For more details about 
each and to register, visit wicpa.org/conferences and wicpa.org/events.

Accounting & Auditing Conference
Tuesday, Nov. 10
WICPA Office & WICPA CPE Livestream

Tax Conference
Monday, Nov. 16 - Tuesday, Nov. 17
Brookfield Conference Center & WICPA  
CPE Livestream

Accounting Technology Conference
Thursday, Dec. 17
WICPA Office & WICPA CPE Livestream

Business & Industry Spring Conference
Tuesday, March 23, 2027
Brookfield Conference Center & WICPA  
CPE Livestream

Financial Institutions Conference
Thursday, May 13, 2027
WICPA CPE Livestream

School District Audit Conference
Thursday, May 20, 2027
WICPA CPE Livestream

Bowling Night
Thursday, April 29, 2027
New Berlin Ale House

Member Recognition Banquet & 
Annual Business Meeting
Friday, May 7, 2027
Brookfield Conference Center

New CPA Banquet
Friday, June 11, 2027
Brookfield Conference Center

Golf Outing
Friday, Sept. 17, 2027
Ironwood Golf Course

Conveniently attend WICPA conferences 
from anywhere with an internet connection!

     Visit wicpa.org/cpe for a complete list 
of Livestream & On-Demand options



8:10 – 9:25 a.m.

Audit, Accounting & Tax Update 

Samantha Brunson, CPA, Senior Manager, Wipfli Advisory LLC
Karl Eck, CPA, Partner, Wipfli Advisory LLC



NFP Accounting Conference
Accounting, Auditing and Tax Update

Wisconsin Institute of CPAs
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What is one note you are taking back to your 
organization? 
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Questions?
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What IS the candidate 
experience?
Everything a job seeker encounters while interacting with your 
organization—from first impression to final decision, and beyond.

Why the candidate experience 
matters
• Impacts brand reputation, offer acceptance rates,
and referrals

• Positive experience = 2x more likely to become
customers

67% of candidates will 
share negative 
experiences publicly 
(Glassdoor, social media)
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Candidates Are More Than Just 
Applicants

Candidates are often:
Customers
Influencers
Future applicants or referrals

Don’t burn bridges—every touchpoint matters

Pre-Employment
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Hiring Process

Key Challenges
• Balancing speed vs.
thoroughness

• Standing out in a
competitive market

• Ensuring a consistent
and positive journey

Strategy
• Fast, clear comparisons
• Active selling throughout
• Strong offers +
personalized communication

• Stay engaged through start
date

Market Realities

Hiring Process

Speed, clarity, and warmth
are your differentiators

Top candidates are:
Interviewing 
elsewhere

Off the market in 
2–3 weeks
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Communication is Everything

Respond to every applicant, even if not 
interviewed

Frequent updates, even without 
progress

No ghosting—damages brand 
reputation

Interviews
Interview Best Practices

Prep:                  
over-communicate, 
provide all details

Punctuality: 
be on time = 

respect

Scheduling: 
minimize downtime 

between rounds

Balance: 
assess + sell
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Interviews

• Every candidate should have a similar experience
• Align your stakeholders
• Train interviewers—warm vs. transactional matters

Consistency & Alignment

Offers

• First impression of the company’s commitment
• Highlight total compensation, not just salary
• Speed matters—act fast

Strong Offers Win
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Offers

Personalized
delivery: “Here’s 
why we’re excited 
about you”

01
Be upfront about 
benefits, 
expectations, and 
role scope

02
Don’t assume 
they’re sold—
make them feel 
wanted

03
Personalization & Transparency

Leave the 
door open: 
“Not now” 

≠  
“never”

Great 
rejections = 

future 
applicants
or referrals

Be kind, 
specific, and 
thoughtful

Rejections that Build Brand

Rejection Process
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Pre-Start Engagement

• Ideas:
• Call from HR or hiring manager
• Team lunch, swag, coffee chat
• Send a book or welcome gift

• Clear Day 1 info: what to bring,
wear, where to go, etc.

Keep the Warmth Going Pre-Day 1

Employment
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Onboarding Matters

• Day 1 = critical
• Week 1 = second most important
• Personalized onboarding builds loyalty
• Set 30-60-90 day expectations

Retention

• Talk & Listen
• Ask questions around goals and growth
• Take a personalized approach with each individual
• What's working / not working

• Manager Training
• Most poor onboarding experiences stem from
unprepared managers
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Feeling Valued 

FREQUENT 
RECOGNITION: 

SHOUTOUTS, SPOT 
BONUSES, PTO DAY

REGULAR
PERFORMANCE 

REVIEWS

CONTINUE TO 
REEVALUATE 

BENEFITS

COMPETITIVE 
COMPENSATION

TALK ABOUT 
GROWTH PATHS

FOSTER INCLUSIVE, 
INTENTIONAL 

CULTURE

CELEBRATE WINS

Post-Employment
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Farewells that Matter

• Counteroffers
• Respect their decision
• “Farewell, not goodbye” mindset
• Exit interviews & being a reference
• Keep in touch:

• Alumni events
• Newsletters
• Ongoing community

Final Thoughts

CANDIDATE EXPERIENCE = 
LONG-TERM BRAND IMPACT

IT’S NOT ABOUT JUST HIRING—
IT’S ABOUT RELATIONSHIPS

EVERY INTERACTION BUILDS 
OR BREAKS TRUST
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What else?

Let’s keep in touch!

Katelynn Frederickson
Senior Director
815 979 2356
Katelynn.Frederickson@truitypartners.com

Beth Colson
Managing Director & Partner
414 379 3745
Beth.Colson@truitypartners.com
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11 – 11:50 a.m.

Fundraising Events
Angie Bahrs, MBA, Associate, Your Part-Time Controller, LLC
Annie Mielke, Associate, Your Part-Time Controller, LLC
Theresa Ten Eyck, CPA, Director, Remote Services, Your Part-
Time Controller, LLC
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